
WABAMUN WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

ESRD Spruce Grove 
Time   6:30  PM   November 18, 2015     

 
 In Attendance  Kelly Aldridge, Art Erickson, Neil Fleming, Stan Franklin,  
 Stan Kobylko, Dave Mussell, Erin Reid (Alternate for Dan Saunders) 

 
  Guests:  Walt Neilson (Mayatan Lake) Duncan Martin (Parkland County) 

 
1. Review of meeting agenda: 

 
The agenda was approved with the following additions:  
 
Edmonton Chamber of Voluntary Orgs. Environmental Forum - Kelly 
Discovery Wharf – Art 
Erin Reid indicated that Edmonton Yacht Club would like to become a corporate member.   . 
 

2. Review and approval of minutes from: September 28, 2015 Board meeting 
 
Deferred due to lack of quorum. 
 

3. Executive Report – See attached minutes of November 4th executive meeting. 
 
Neil has arranged an introductory meeting with our MLA on Friday December 11th.  

 
4. Election of Executive -   Past Chair Kelly Aldridge is responsible for overseeing the election 

process. There are five positions on the executive.  The bylaws require that a minimum of three of 
these be filled.  Dan Saunders has resigned from the Executive, leaving four current members.  
Kelly only had one board member respond to his request for anyone who would like to be on the 
Executive, and that is Art Erickson, our member from the Village of Wabamun.  The rest of the 
Executive Members have agreed to stand for office for another year.   

 
Kelly asked if there were any other nominations for executive positions from the floor. There were 
none.  Therefore the executive committee is elected by acclamation. 
 
Stan Franklin has agreed to stay on as Chair.  Neil Fleming has agreed to act as Vice Chair.  
Art Erickson has agreed to act as Treasurer, Jack Latham as Secretary, and Kelly Aldridge as  
Past Chair.   

 
  Dave Mussell moved and Stan Kobylko seconded a motion that "The WWMC Board  
  approves the election by acclamation of the executive committee as presented". 
  
  After the meeting Kelly polled the board members and the motion was carried. 
   
 5, Treasurer's report. See attached report. 
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  Neil Reported that the bank balance is $12,174.74 after income of $1350.46 and no expenses.  
  

6. Wabamun Lake Subwatershed Land Use Plan  
 
 
  Stan Franklin, Dave Mussell, and Duncan Martin discussed the status of the LWSWLUP.  The  
  Parkland County responsibility charts have been distributed to Parkland departments for   
  managers to decide what items they can or cannot undertake.  The next meeting of the steering  
  committee will likely take place in January before a presentation to Parkland Council.  WWMC  
  Executive will meet December 7th to review the WWMC chart and decide which of the   
  responsibilities suggested can be undertaken, and which cannot. 
 

7. Website report. 
 
 Stan Franklin suggested that all board members review the site and provide comments to Don 
 Meredith.  Kelly suggested that Don, in his monthly report to the board, should include statistics 
 on Website usage, including if possible what people are looking at.    

 
8. 2016 Grant Application – Suggested 2016 Projects. 

 
  The Executive Committee will review the ALMS document on how to develop a watershed  
  management plan, as well as other integrated watershed management plans.  They will work  
  with Dave Trew of the NSWA to determine what work can be done in 2016 to begin the process  
  of developing the WMP for Lake Wabamun.  This will be on the agenda of the next executive  
  meeting. 
 

9. Recreation Management Committee 2016 goals 
 
  Neil reported that he has done some research on what others have done on recreation   
  management on lakes, and has found that there is little on the internet.  One possible project is  
  to pursue the idea of putting out buoys with markers to indicate speed limits, natural areas,  
  swimming areas etc.  
 

10. Edmonton Chamber of Voluntary Orgs. Environmental Forum - Kelly 
   
  Kelly attended this forum on November 17th in Edmonton.  Approximately a dozen   
  environmentalist and stewardship groups were represented by about twenty people.  They  
  included NSWA, Land Stewardship Centre, Alberta Environmental Network, Wildlife   
  Rehabilitation Society and Environmental Law Society among others.  Michael Phair spoke to  
  begin the meeting.  He had two main points.  
 
   First, the new Alberta Government was truly wanting input regarding how to proceed on the  
  environment.  So now is the time to give them ideas about funding the Environmental NGOs.   
 
  Second, at present the funds provided by the Alberta Gaming area are for social services and   
  community organizations only, and environmental organizations are specifically excluded.  The  
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  environmental NGOs need to press for the inclusion of environment NGOs by proposing that 
   protecting the environment is a social service.  
 
   
  Much discussion took place, with much interest in “Social Justice” and legal issues.  But it  
  seems this group is focussed primarily on lobbying the City of Edmonton.  Although they claim  
  to also represent the “Capital Region”, in fact the Capital Region Board is not a well-functioning  
  entity. 
 
  In the end, they concluded that they should establish a 5 ot 6 person committee to draft letter to  
  the city for improved funding.  They asked for volunteers for this committee.  I told them that  
  since we are not recipients of City of Edmonton funding, WWMC would not volunteer. 
 
  All in all, some very interesting discussions. 
 

11. Discovery Wharf – Art 
  
 Art gave a brief presentation of the proposed project for developing a resort area in the Village 
 of Wabamun.  They are working with a developer, Alberta Environment, the County, and the 
 Summer Village of Point Alison with the hope of starting the project soon.  As part of their 
 restoration of the Wabamun Power Plant area, TransAlta is required to remove the inlet and 
 outlet canals unless there is an approved plan for re-development in place.  WWMC has an 
 interest in this to make sure the proposal is environmentally sound.  Art indicated that the plan is 
 indeed very sensitive to the need to include protection of the lake and the watershed.  Art 
 offered to give the Board a more formal presentation by the developer.  The Board is receptive 
 to a presentation, and the executive committee will consider how and when this can be 
 arranged.   

 
12.  Winter meeting schedule  

  
  After some discussion the following motion was made: 
 
  Neil Fleming moved and Erin Read (alternate for Dan Saunders) seconded a motion that  
  "Regular monthly meetings will continue as usual over the winter with the exception of  
  January and February.”  
  
 
  As there was no quorum, the vote was deferred.  
 
  After the meeting Kelly polled the board members and the motion was carried. 
 
   
 13.     Adjournment: 9:15 PM 
 
  Next Meeting:  December 16th, 2015 
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Wabamun Watershed Management Council 

 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
November 4, 2015 

 
1.  Parkland SWLUP Update. 
 

• The results of the last Steering Committee were reviewed. Parkland and Stantec will focus on 
completing the land use plan for the watershed - which will be an important component of the 
longer term watershed management plan.  The broader watershed management plan issues will 
be dealt with over time under the Water for Life protocol, i.e. with the participation of the NSWA 
and HMQ. It was recognized that NSWA is extremely busy right now and we need to be realistic 
with respect to a work plan and a timetable. We need to meet with Dave Trew to determine if the 
NSWA Board is prepared in principle to assist with a WMP and what support (financial and 
otherwise) we might expect from the Province.  

• Moving forward, it appears to be important to develop a "Table of Contents" type of approach to 
the issues/topics that need to be covered in the WMP. We would then need to assign priorities 
in the event that it is determined most practical to carry out the WMP in manageable 
components that would recognize the limited resources available and would demonstrate to the 
community that progress was being made. 

• Dave will confirm whether Duncan Martin is expecting a presentation from him at Parkland 
Council's Committee of the Whole meeting on December 1st. If Dave does attend, some 
members of the Board should also be there. 

 
2.  2015-2016 Executive Committee Nominations. 

• The current members of the Executive are prepared to continue in their present roles with the 
exception that Neil is prepared to take on the position of Vice Chair in addition to that of 
Treasurer. (Since the Executive Committee meeting Art Erickson has indicated that he would be 
prepared to take on the role of Treasurer). 

• Going forward, the Chair of the Communications Committee, Don Meredith will be invited to all 
Executive Meetings and other Board members will be invited from time to time as required.  

 
3.  Land Stewardship Grant application. 

• We will need to wait for the LSC's announcement about 2016 grants once it has determined 
what funding is available from the Province. 

 
4. Capital Region Environmental Forum 

• Kelly will attend this Forum on the evening of November 17th. 
 
5. Parkland Wetland Workshop November 25, 2015 (4:30pm-8:30 pm). 

• Don will be attending this workshop on behalf of the Board. 
 
6. Parkland County Open House re Fallis recreation management. 

• Neil will attend this meeting on November 21st. 
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7. Edmonton Nature Club meeting November 20, 2015 ("Impaired Wetlands in  Damaged 
Landscape" presentation) King's University 7:30pm-9:00pm. 

• Kelly originally expressed interest in attending but subsequently determined that the 
presentation relates to oil sands properties and the presenter has written a book that could be 
accessed if further information is considered necessary. 

 
8. TransAlta: 

• Sundance 7 project postponement.  
• "Dialing back Coal" public relations program. 
• Highvale ASP. 
• We should consider asking Brian to give the Board an update on these  matters. We 

should also ask Ryan Pulhman (of the Alberta Energy  Regulator) to update the 
Board on the regulatory status of the  Highvale Mine reclamation - possibly for our 
December Board  meeting. 

 
9. Possible riparian restoration project for 2016. 

• To be discussed further at the Board meeting on November 18th. 
 
10. Recreation Management Committee 2016 goals. 

• To be discussed further at the Board meeting on November 18th. 
 
11. Winter Board meeting schedule. 

• To be discussed further at the Board meeting on November 18th. 
 
12.  Alberta Environment and Parks 2015 -2018 Business Plan. 

• The contents of the Department's budget document were noted. 
 
13. Possible meeting with MLA Erin Babcock. 

• Neil will prepare a letter the MLA providing background on the WWMC and requesting a 
meeting. 

 
 
 


