
WABAMUN WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

AEP Spruce Grove 
Time:  6:30 PM    Date:  February 13th, 2019   

 
In Attendance:  Kelly Aldridge, Stan Franklin, Neil Fleming, Don Meredith,  
Arin McFarlane-Dyer, Jordyce van Muyden, Len Eddy, Randy Heil 

  
1. Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests: Randy Danyluk, Ron Stefaniuk, Dan Chugg 
 
2.    Review and approval of meeting agenda:   Moved: Randy Heil   Seconded: Don M. 
 
3. Review and approval of minutes from January 16th, 2019 Board meeting. 
        Moved: Don M.  Seconded: Kelly 
 
4.   AIS Presentation, Janine Higgins, Community Engagement Lead, AEP 
  

Janine Higgins Aquatic Invasive Species presentation used a slide show which she narrated.  This was 
excellent, as board members were able to ask questions and get clear answers as she presented it.  
Since the invasive Zebra and Quagga mussels are the species of greatest concern in Alberta, she 
concentrated on the work being done to protect water bodies from these.  She also described other 
invasive animal and fish species and plants that are of greatest concern.  She explained the various 
ways that invasive species get into water bodies.  The flowering rush invasion of Lake Isle is so close to 
Wabamun that we all need to be on the lookout for any indication of it in our lake.    Our thanks to 
Janine for a great job done! 

 
5. STEP Student Grant application and Boat Launch Monitoring Proposal 

 
Randy Heil is working with Randy Danyluk and Ron Stefaniuk to plan for one of this summer’s 
education and outreach programs.  The idea is to hire a STEP student for the summer to be on site at 
boat launches to help educate lake users on what they can do to keep the lake clean and clear.  Randy 
said he was able to apply for this grant in very short order and submit it on the deadline day!  If the 
grant is approved it will cover a significant portion of the student’s wages.  
 
Arin McFarlane-Dyer and Janine Higgins have been helping to plan what the student will do. 

 
6.    Treasurer's Report – Kelly – There was no formal report presented as the new banking information was 

not available before the meeting.  Kelly indicated he would prepare the monthly report after the meeting 
and attach it to the minutes. (See Last Page of these minutes). 

 
7. Website – Don Meredith reported on the website activity in January.  His website report reveals a lot 

about the effectiveness of our site.  The report is attached to these minutes. There were 59 users and 
422 online sessions.  WWMC has 219 general members and over half of them opened the message 
Don sent about the SAMCO development and the Boat Launch campaign.    

 
Don indicated that he wants to move our website to a different service provider platform.  He told the 
board that the existing one is difficult to manage and update.  WWMC will apply for a Land Stewardship 
Centre grant which would cover most of the switching platforms and transferring our screens. 

 
 Newsletter – Don expects to send out a newsletter next month. 
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 Facebook, Neil indicated that we currently have 221 Facebook members and response to posts are all 

favourable and appear to be a good means of communication with the public. 
 
8.  Executive Position Changes – Stan Franklin has indicated he wishes to resign from the WWMC Board.  

Neil asked if there was anyone who would consider taking over the secretary role, but nobody stepped 
forward, It was decided that the executive committee will approach other board members who were not 
present to see how to resolve this.   The need is not urgent, as Stan is willing to stay on until the fall.  
Don Meredith agreed to take over signing authority in place of Stan.  

   
9 Strategic Planning 

 
LSC Grant Application – Applied for website grant after meeting. 

 
Education Committee – Kelly indicated that Arin has drafted some planning ideas after meeting with 
Renee and Kelly.   Kelly suggested that the full Education committee should meet to continue work on 
strategic planning.  
 

10. Samco Decision – The Board had a wide ranging discussion about the SDAB decision to deny the 
SAMCO development permit application.  The discussion focussed primarily on two issues:   
 
1. The SDAB decision to disregard the WWMC and WASA submissions and to not consider the 
WWMC submission to be compelling. 
 
2. What’s next?  The Board discussed several possibilities about how we should proceed. 
 
3. Arin gave us a short history lesson on why the GoA has no authority on land use development. In the 
90’s, under Ralph Klein, the authority for development was off loaded onto the municipalities which 
effectively left the province powerless with the exception of enforcement under the Water Act. 

  
11. Reports: 

 
ALMS In-Lake Treatment Seminar (Jan 30).  Stan Franklin, Kelly and Neil attended this meeting. Here 
are Stan’s notes. 
 
The speaker, Dr. Miquel (Mike) Lurling, went through all of the various theories and products that have 
been brought to bear to deal with “legacy phosphorus loads” in lake sediments. When I saw the title of 
the presentation I thought there was going to be an announcement of some major breakthrough. Turns 
out that was not the case. There is ongoing research, particularly in China as they have a major nut to 
crack with all of the contaminated water bodies in that country.  
 
To make a long story short and to use Dr. Lurling’s words, “there is no magic bullet”. He debunked such 
things as aeration, ultrasound, chemical coagulants (alum etc), organic products and biological 
measures. He mentioned an experiment using mussels confined in crates to act as a biological filter. In 
the experiment 1600 crates were placed in a particular water body. In three years the mussels were all 
dead as they did not reproduce in that setting. 
 
Blocking the release of phosphorus from sediment is the most effective option. In the Netherlands the 
product “phoslock” is used on small water bodies quite effectively. In one example a lake of less than 3 
hectares was treated with phoslock at an initial cost of 50,000 Euros and 4,500 Euros a year thereafter. 
The anticipated costs for treating larger affected lakes in Central Alberta would seem to be prohibitive. 
 
I guess that this is a very widespread problem, largely a result of historical agricultural practices. There 
is a lot of research going on and a lot of junk science and snake oil remedies being marketed. 
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Wabamun so far has not reached the threshold where legacy phosphorus loads are a serious problem. 
The findings of Dr. Lurling that there are no economic solutions available should inform a 
communications strategy highlighting the importance of stewardship in the watershed - as there is no 
turning back once the lake goes over the precipice. 
 
Stan 

  
Oneil Carlier Meeting (Feb 5) – Kelly and Don M. reported on this meeting. 
 
Oneil Carlier is Minister of Agriculture and Forestry and Kelly and Don’s MLA.  Kelly asked for this 
meeting in order to brief Mr. Carlier on the SAMCO project, which he was not previously aware of.  
They also briefed him on WWMC’s dissatisfaction with the work of AEP and Parkland County in the 
way both governments allowed the project to continue for seven years without a permit.  The meeting 
was cordial and Mr. Carlier said he very much appreciated our speaking with him.  He told said he 
would be following up with the Environment minister. 

 
Kids can Catch (Feb 16) – Kelly reported that this event has been cancelled due to weather   
conditions. 

 
Parkland Ad Hoc Committee (Feb 25)             Neil reported that he, Stan and Arin would be  
attending. The main issues of discussion at the direction of CAO Mike Heck will center on the  
new boat launch, closing of the informal launches, septic systems and fertilizer usage.  

 
NSWA Forum (Feb 27) Neil indicated that these NSWA events are excellent ways to learn about 
stewardship issues.  Register on Eventbrite for the February 27th Groundwater Forum at Clymont Hall, 
Parkland County.  
   

12.  WWMC Quorum – Kelly suggested that we lower the WWMC quorum size to six. After discussion Kelly 
agreed to draft a motion for consideration at the next meeting.  The change to our bylaws would require 
approval at Special Meeting. 

 
Adjournment:  9:30  pm.            Next Board Meeting:  March 20, 2019 
 
 

Treasurer’s and Website Reports on next pages…   
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WWMC	Treasurer’s	
Report	 	

 
 

    

As	of	Febuary	13,	
2019	 	

 
 

      
 

 

      
 

 
Balance	as	of	last	report	January	16,	2019	 	 $12,445.41	

	
     

  

Income:	 	     
 

 
 No	income	 	   0.00	 	
  

    		 	
   Total	Income	 	  0.00	

	        

 
       

Expenses:	 	      

 

Office	
Supplies	 	   

(53.59)	 	

 Hosting	 	   (163.92)	 	

 Cheques	and	deposit	book	 	 (166.54)	 	

 

Bank	
charges	

	   (6.72)	 	

 
       

 
  Total	Expenses	 	  (390.77)	

	   
 

    

Balance	as	of	ebruary	13,	
2019	

	   $12,054.64	

	        

 
       

Memberships	to	
Date	 	   

 
 

      
 

 
Paid	Corporate	Members	2017/2018	 22	 	

 

      
 

 
Paid	Corporate	Members	2018/2019	 22	 	
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 Web Site / MailChimp Report 

Wabamun Watershed Management Council 
January 2019 
Don Meredith 

Communications Chair 
 
Website Stats (Netfirms Site Statistics)—January 1 to January 31 

• 59 users in 422 sessions 
• Top Ten Pages visited 

1. What’s New—93 
2. Water Quality Overview—81 
3. 2013 Lake Wabamun Boat Launch Study—70 
4. Guide to Naturalizing Lakefront Shoreline—55 
5. Respect Our Lakes-Ice Ridges—50 
6. 2014 Riparian Health Assessment—38 
7. 2018 Drone Flyover Report—38 
8. 2004 Schindler-Wabamun Lake Report—36 
9. 2013 State of the Watershed Report—34 
10. Phosphate-Free Cleaners—31 

 
Mail Chimp Stats—as of February 3, 2019 

January 10 “Update: Samco/Sundance Boat Launch” campaign: 
• 219 subscribers 
• 52.3% opened the message. 

o List avg. = 49.1% 
o Non-profit org. avg. = 21.8% 

• 7.8% clicked a link in the message. 
o List avg. = 9.5% 
o Non-profit org. avg. = 2.1% 

 
 


